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CHARLES E. WATKINS 


The remarkable photographs in this volume are copies of the 16" x 20" 
direct negatives now hanging in the rotunda of the Hearst Memorial Mining 
Building at the University of California, at Berkeley, California. 


The exhibit pays an everlasting tribute to the donor, Mrs. Phoebe 
Apperson Hearst, for her foresight in providing for posterity, such a mag- 
nificent medium whereby the magnitude of the mining operations on the Com- 
stock Lode, as they existed at the peak of the glory of the Lode in 1878, 
may be recorded as a vital contribution to the history of mining. Here was 
developed the famous square sets for mine timbering, the huge deep mine 
pumps, the safety cage, the wire hoisting rope, the deep mine, and many other 
contributions to the ancient art of mining. 


Charles E. Watkins was the first and foremost scenic photographer that 
ever practiced his art in California. All of his pictures were taken on 
16" x 20" glass plates and developed with the old wet solutions of silver 
nitrate. This required a portable dark room, built on the wagon which he 
accompanied over the entire west. He was the first to photograph Yosemite 
Valley, and Mt. Watkins, which stands at the northeast end of Mirror Lake, 
was named after him. He was also the first to photograph the Mariposa Big 
Tree Grove and the Calaveras Grove. Later he took a picture of the driving 

f the last spike connecting the Central Pacific Railroad with the Union 
Pacific at Promotory, Utah, May 13, 1869. 


In his old age, Mr. Watkins was reduced to extreme poverty as the kodsk, 
vith its flexible film, made everyone his own photographer, Just before the 
earthquake of 1906, he was living in a loft at Ninth and Market Streets, San 
Francisco, and was negotiating for the sale of all of his priceless negatives 


to Stanford University. The earthquake destroyed everything and he died a 
few weeks later. 


With the object of preserving these priceless pictures for 
ae} 


negatives were secured and these prints made, both to be saf 
the University of California files. 
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AN OUTLINE OF COMSTOCK HISTORY 


by 
Grant H. Smith 


The Comstock Lode was discovered in the spring 
of 1859 when the Ophir and Little Gold Hill ore 
bodies were found a few feet under the surface dirt 
by some poor placer miners from Gold Canyon. Thous- 
ands of Californians rushed over the Sierras to the 
new silver mines in the spring of 1860, only to meet 
with disappointment. No other payable ore was found 
in the entire region that year and the “Boom of 1860" 
quickly flattened out. 

It was not until three years later that the Com- 
stock became a great and rich mining camp. There was 
no limit to men's expectations during the "Boom of 
1863" when many mines were flourishing. But, alas, 
those ore bodies all terminated within 500 feet of 
the surface and the boom began to deflate in the lat- 
ter half of the year. Stocks fell lower and lower 
during 1864, and the depression ended in an acute 
panic in December, 1865. Many thought the Comstock 
was finished as a great mining region and the popu- 
lation fell from 15,000 in 1863 to 4,000 by theed 
of 1865. 

Fortunately the darkness of December passed 
with the coming of the new year, when a number of 
new ore bodies of moderate size were found. The 
camp revived and enjoyed a fair measure of prosper- 
ity for three years, until 1869, when the new ore 
bodies were almost exhausted. The year 1870 was 
even darker than 1865. No ore had been found be- 
low the 1000-foot level and pumping was about to 
cease in most of the mines. When hope was all but 
lost, toward the end of the year, a new body of ore 
was found in the Crown Point on the 1100-foot level. 
The ore was only of fair grade at first, but the 
find soon developed into the largest and richest 
bonanza discovered on the Comstock up to that time. 


The Comstock revived as by magic. Mines that 
had closed down recpened. New projects were started. 
Every mine manager then expected to find ore below 
the 1000-foot level. The stock gamblers went mad 
and the Boom of 1872 followed. It subsided quickly 
but the stocks held up well and were strengthened 
by the finding of low graded ore in the Con. Virginia 
on the 1200-foot level in September, 1872, which led 
to the discovery of the top of the big bonanza in 
March of the following year. 

The Con. Virginia bonanza became increasingly 
large and rich and developed spectacularly on the 
1500-foot level in the latter part of 1874. The 
boom in stocks that followed, known as the “Con. 
Virginia Boom,” dwarfed all that had gone before. 

The market value of all of the mines on the Comstock 
reached about $300,000,000 on January 7, 1875. It 
was pure insanity. Suddenly the gambling public 
came to its senses, and, on the 8th a panic set in 
that ruined untold thousands. 

Nevertheless the expectations of men were not 
abated, and the Comstock rose to its zenith in popu- 
lation and in prosperity. But it was largely a false 
prosperity, based chiefly upon huge expenditures by 
mines that were searching for new bonanzas in the 
depths and did not produce a dollar. The Crown Point 
ceased to pay dividends in 1875 and the Belcher in 
1876, and thereafter, out of 135 mines quoted on the 
stock market, only the Con. Virginia and the Cali- 
fornia continued to pay dividends. When those ceased 
in 1880 the Comstock was already declining rapidly. 
In 1881 the market value of all of the mines on 
the lode had fallen to $7,000,000, a decline of 
$293,000,000 in seven years. 

The subsequent history of the mines has been 
one of continuing disappointment. Over $40,000,000 
has been expended and less than $5,000,000 paid in 
dividends. 
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VERTICAL SECTION OF THE COMSTOCK LODE 
SHOWING PRINCIPAL MINES AND ORE’BODIES WITH DATES OF DISCOVERY 
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